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California State Band Championships
Music Performance

The Music Performance Caption evaluates all audio contributions to the presentation. 

Ensemble Quality of Achievement Score____________/100
Ensemble pulse 
control  is solid, 
consistent and highly 
refined regardless of 
staging. The 
ensemble explores a 
broad dynamic 
range and 
consistently achieves 
exceptional balance, 
blend and sonority. 
Harmonic and 
melodic intonation 
demonstrates the 
highest level of 
musical preparation. 
Musical style is 
clearly defined, 
highly refined and 
consistent 
throughout the 
ensemble. 

Ensemble pulse 
control is generally 
good with some 
areas of lesser 
definition. Extremes 
of dynamic range 
are not fully explored 
yet contrast is 
evident. Achievement 
of balance, blend 
and sonority occurs 
most of the time with 
occasional lapses. 
Intonation is 
generally consistent 
although may 
degrade  in moments 
of higher 
responsibility. 
Musical style is 
generally defined and 
mostly consistent 
throughout the 
ensemble.

Occasional lapses in 
ensemble pulse 
control may occur 
including areas that 
may lack definition. 
Attempts to create a 
dynamic range are 
audible but results 
vary. Likewise, 
balance, blend and 
sonority are 
attempted but not 
always successful. 
Intonation issues 
are evident, although 
presentation 
indicates training is 
in progress. Musical 
style  shows some 
attempt at definition 
but adherence is 
inconsistent.

Ensemble pulse 
often lacks definition 
and adherence by 
the ensemble is 
occasional. Dynamic 
range is limited. 
Balance, blend and 
sonority does not 
crystallize but 
moments of good 
balance may be 
present. Intonation 
suffers significantly 
from tone quality 
issues. Musical 
style is mostly 
undefined, and 
adherence varies 
across the ensemble 
and through the 
show.

The ensemble 
demonstrates no 
discernible training in 
the area of music 
performance.   
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Poor

Performers generate 
outstanding 
individual tone 
quality and control 
timbre, to 
consistently create 
the ensemble 
sonority. 
Musicianship is 
highly refined, as 
evidenced by phrase 
shaping and uniform 
articulations. A 
consistent high level 
of professionalism 
and fluent technical 
control support the 
delivery of an 
outstanding 
performance.

Individual tone 
quality is generally 
strong throughout 
the ensemble 
although occasional 
individual lapses may 
occur. Timbral 
control is generally 
achieved but may 
show occasional 
lapses. 
Professionalism is 
clearly demonstrated 
but may have 
moments of 
inconsistency. 
Technical 
development  is 
advancing but not 
yet fully refined.

Concepts of good 
tone quality and 
control of timbre 
are attempted but 
results vary. 
Musicianship is 
apparent at an 
intermediate level of 
achievement. Due to  
lapses in precision, 
presence and 
stamina a moderate 
level of 
professionalism us 
achieved. Technical 
development is 
likewise moderate 
due to errhythmic 
moments.

Concepts of good 
tone quality and 
timbre are at an 
early level of 
development. 
Likewise, individual 
musicianship 
fluctuates 
significantly through 
the show and across 
the ensemble. 
Technical 
development shows 
numerous arrhythmic 
moments in the 
presentation.

The ensemble 
demonstrates no 
discernible training in 
the area of music 
performance.   

Individual Training, Accuracy & Definition Score________/100


